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     Leave Your Leaves

7th Grade Lesson 3 plan and activities

7th Grade Lessons for Middle Schoolers on the ecological benefits of letting leaves stay on the ground as they fall in our communities. These activities below are designed to be done in classrooms as well as outside on school grounds where available.

NC Science Standards

7th: 7.P.2 Understand forms of energy, energy transfer and transformation and conservation in mechanical systems.

7.P.2.1 Explain how kinetic and potential energy contribute to the mechanical energy of an object.

7.P.2.2 Explain how energy can be transformed from one form to another (specifically potential energy and kinetic energy) using a model or diagram of a moving object (roller coaster, pendulum, or cars on ramps as examples).

7.E.1 Understand how the cycling of matter (water and gases) in and out of the atmosphere relates to Earth’s atmosphere, weather and climate and the effects of the atmosphere on humans.

7.E.1.6 Conclude that the good health of humans requires: monitoring the atmosphere, maintaining air quality and stewardship.

7.L.1 Understand the processes, structures and functions of living organisms that enable them to survive, reproduce and carry out the basic functions of life.

7.L.1.4 Summarize the general functions of the major systems of the human body (digestion, respiration, reproduction, circulation, and excretion) and ways that these systems interact with each other to sustain life.
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7th Grade Lesson #3:  Teach the Community to Leave the Leaves, Keep Our Air Clean 
Lesson Plan Time: 45 mins- 1 hour depending on how long you have!

Background Information: Students should have completed at least one of the previous 7th grade lessons to have background information to create these posters.

Materials:

· Poster making materials (paper, colored pencils, markers), or you could have students use Google Drawings, or Canva etc to do an online version.

· Internet access and/or printouts and notes from previous lessons

Objectives: 7.E.1 Understand how the cycling of matter (water and gases) in and out of the atmosphere relates to Earth’s atmosphere, weather and climate and the effects of the atmosphere on humans.

7.E.1.6 Conclude that the good health of humans requires: monitoring the atmosphere, maintaining air quality and stewardship.

Summary: Students connect their community to the ideas they have learned about in this lesson and the previous two.

Lesson Steps:

1) Start with the mini lesson “Ethics in Science” to lay the groundwork for why sharing what we learn is an important part of science.

2) Share the instructions for the posters, Teach the Community To Leave the Leaves: Keep
 Our Air Clean.
3) Provide enough time for students to create posters, receive feedback and make edits before hanging these in a public space.























